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Farmingville, NY – O n November 18, the  Town of Brookhaven and  the  Spec ial  O lympics  of New York  hos ted  the
eighth annual “P olar P lunge: Freezin’ for a Reason” at C edar Beach in Mount Sinai. More than 800  plungers , inc luding
C ounc ilwoman  Jane  Bonner  and  many  Town  employees , braved  the  ice-cold  water  of  the  Long  Is land  Sound  to
collec tively raise over $115,000 for the Spec ial O lympics .

P ic tured above are Spec ial O lympics  NY  Direc tor of Development Jennifer C antone; Daniel Fletcher; Kathryn Saas;
Supervisor  Ed  Romaine;  John  C ronin;  Maria  Gruendel;  C ounc ilwoman  Jane  Bonner;  Richard  Henn;  JV C
Broadcas ting’s  Jay  Letterman; Brian Schiralli; T J  T immons  Spec ial  O lympics  NY  Regional  Direc tor Diane  C olonna
and Brian Schiralli.

Supervisor Ed  Romaine  said, “C ongratulations  to  the  Spec ial  O lympics  of New York  for  another success ful  P olar
P lunge. I  commend the volunteers , plungers , Town employees , police, fire and ambulance s taff who worked so hard to
help make this  event a big success .”

C ounc ilwoman Bonner (photo at left) said, “The water was  chilly, but the reward of knowing that I  was  able to make a
difference in someone’s  life  by  taking the plunge made it  all  worthwhile. This  was  my eighth P olar P lunge and I  am
always  inspired by the Spec ial O lympic  athletes  and volunteers  who make this  event a success  every year.”

Spec ial  O lympics  New York,  Long  Is land  Region  has  4 ,000  athletes  training  and  competing  year-round  in  22
O lympics -s tyle sports . The athletes  and their families  or caregivers  are never charged to partic ipate. I t cos ts  $400
to  support  training and competition for one  athlete  for one  sports  season. For more  information about  the  Spec ial
O lympics  New York, go to www.spec ialolympicsny.org.
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